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the enveloped. Maunoury and his men were at the
very limit of their strength. But French and
Franchet d'Esperey were moving fast, and the gap
between Kluck and Billow was widening. A rent
of thirty miles stretched between them. If Maun-
oury could endure for twelve hours more his
opponent must retire or be destroyed.

Wednesday, 9th of September, a day of rain and
high winds was everywhere the crisis of the battle.
For Maunoury it seemed that the crisis had passed,
and he was beaten. He was heavily outnumbered ;
his troops were hungry, ragged, parched with thirst,
and bone-weary. For a moment it looked as though
all were over and Kluck would soon be hammering
at the gates of Paris. Suddenly there came strange
news from the front line. The enemy had evacuated
their positions ! This eleventh hour salvation of
the Sixth Army was due to the doings on the 9th
of the Fifth Army and the British. Straight through
the ever-widening gap, and against Kluck's flank
and rear, the British were marching, while Franchet
d'Esperey was driving Billow's right before him like
a flock before a shepherd.

By midday on the 9th the left wing of the Allies
had won an indisputable victory. But their centre
was still hard pressed and on the verge of breaking.
But Foch, who had against him Billow's VI.
Army, held firm. The " last ounce of resolution "
won. Beyond doubt, Foch's stubborn defence was
one of the main causes of the Allied victory. Farther
eastward in the battle line the actions of the French
Third and Fourth Armies were stubborn pieces of